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for instance, who was very free with his 4 damns'
and * by Gods.9 The Duke of Edinburgh was
much less vehement, but he also had a few * swear
words' in his vocabulary, and they came out
occasionally. He had the greatest respect for
* Bertie,5 and thought him a prodigy. Finally,
this great project proved a real triumph, and then
the two Princes were beslavered with press
praises ad nauseam.55
Wliile King Edward was an inveterate smoker,
and thereby,  according to his doctors,  injured
his   constitution  to some extent, the  Duke of
Edinburgh was almost as much a lover of tobacco
as  his  eldest  brother.     Prince   Leopold   occa-
sionally indulged in a cigarette and a very mild
cigar.   The Duke of Connaught prefers cigarettes
to cigars, and surprised his hosts at the Washing-
ton Press Club by saying:  " May I ask for a
cigarette ?"   Boxes  of  cigars  were among the
late King's most frequent presents from friends
and admirers, the latter often complete strangers,
who had never seen him except in photographs
or, in the old days, very indifferent, almost un-
recognisable,  wood-cuts.   There is a story that
King   Edward once offered a cigarette to Mr.
Gladstone, who began puffing at it but soon put
it down;  but,  as the Prince  well  knew that
"Mr.   G."   never   smoked,  it   is  hardly  likely
that  H.R.H.   would   have  perpetrated  such  a
b&tise.
I suppose no  theatrical  entertainment ever
caused King Edward more amusement than the